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s \\rc \vclcomc Popc Lco, u.e recall

the enduring legacv of' Rrpc

Francis, rr'ho ner,er {brgot his roots

as a Catholic educator. The connection

betu,een these tlr.o relisious leaders is strik-

ing: Pope Francis began his religious life as

a high school teachcr at aJcsuit school in
Buenos Aires. Pope Leo, too, staficd in the

classroom as a substitutc tcachcr at St.

Rita's in Chicago. Both mcn entered their

ministry,haring first shaped r.oung minds in

Catholic schools.

As Pope Leo begins his rninistrv on thc

foundation of Regnum Rerum, his carlr'

experience in Catholic education r'r.ill help

shape his r.ision lor the Church. Like his

predecessor, Pope Leo erperienced Catholic

education not mereh' as an academic

the ecclesiolopl'ol \htican II and inspired

b1. Igr-ratian discernment, critical thinkine

and the Clhurch's social teaching. In an

era of separation and throu-au'av culture,

he called for a transition "from chaos to

kairos- {iom brcakdorvn to breakthrough,

lrom crisis to encounter" (Francis, 20 1 3a).

l,brnring Agonl,s ol' Changc
Essential to Francis'philosophv ol edu-

cation \\.as the idea that studcnts should

become agents of positivc change. The min-

istry of Catholic education is onc of accom-

paniment, he stressed. Not onlv are teachers

to form students' minds, but also to nourish

consciences and tender hearts. "Educators

u,ho fu1lr'live their rocation... will never do

so without this explicit announcement of

"Ybu sfutu,kl neuer undercslimal,e thc prnuer rl'
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un cxunxple, Lhrtt is uthry letlucu\rtrsl ure (L precious

re:;o urce Jb r tha euwqelizulkt tt of' cuhure. "

endear'or, but as a r-ital mission to cultivale

dignin, justice and spiritual dcpth in the

next generation. His educational priorities

mat.rvell reflect thc lcgacv of Pope li'an-
cis and seck to build upon it u-ith rcncr,r.cd

purpose and rclcvancr:.

For Rrpe Francis. the classroom rvas

ncvcr.iust a setting lbr academic instruc-

tion it lvas a sacred space lor lorming
coils.i|rtcc. t hara, lrr errd compe..iorr.

Amid an increasing\, liagmented, polar-

izcd and dehr-rmanizing culture ol u,aste, he

challcngcd Catholic school educators uith
a radiczrl neu,rision: that education should

be about more than content deliverv and

instead locus on the holistic lormation of
the person head, heart and hands. In:r
talk last fall, I cxplaincd hor'r, his method

rooted in his L:rtin-Amcrican culture.Jesuit

spiritualiw and immigrant lamilr: lis-
ton' was at oncc pastoral and prophetic,

mcditativc and activist. It u,as grounded in

Iiritl-r. \bu should never undcrcstimate the

pou,er ol an erample. that is u,hv then are a

prccious resollrce lor dre evangelization ol
culture" (l'rancis, 20 1 3a. $1 34).

Education becomes a mission: the

svnergn'of knor'llcdgc and faith must sen'e

the common good and help cstaLrlish a ciri-
Iization of love (Congregation 1br Catholic

Education, 20171.

'l'hc Syncing ol'Mind,
Ilcart and llands
\\rhcn hc spokc uithJesuit students in 2013,

Pope Francis distilled his cducational phi-

losophr.: "Edr-rcating is not a profcssion; it is

a commitment and a rvar. ol life. lbu teach

u,ith dre head, the heart and the hands. Thc

tliree languages need to be together lr,hat

lou tl'rink. rr,hat vou lee1, rvhat 1.ou u.ant.

u'hat lou do" (Francis, 2013b).
'I'his "praxis" lorms tire Ibundation of

Catholic education. \\rith tlie mind. rvc scck
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"Educating is not a profession; it is a commitment

and a *oy of lrfn. You teach with the heud,

the heart and the hands."
:
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truth through reasoning and reflection; u,ith

thc heart, lve promote compassion and soli-

claritr.,. especiallv with thc most u-rlnerable ;

and with the hands, rve act with justice and

care lor creaLion and communin: l'his tri-

Io1d approach is taught and lived in Catholic

schools. cmisioned as "sanctuaries."

Encounter as the Foundation
Rrr }-rancis, cducation begins with encoun-

tcr-particularl,v u{th tliose on the margins.
'l'l-re eristential periphcries, hc said, arc

"r,r,hcre the Church must go" (Francis, 2018,

Q 135). This concept mirrors thcJesuit value

of cura pcrsonalis'-care lor thc rvhole

person and calls lbr educators to accom-

panv students as thcl'r'r'restle with their

questions, cxperiences and vulnr:rabilities.

A pedagogl'of encounter thus dcmands

tltat .choul. bc rooted irr li.rerrinrl. preselrc('

and 1or'e. Education must inlorm minds and

firrm relationships uith God, nith sell and

uith others.

Integral Ecology and
the GlobalConrpact
Inspircd bv lnudatr.tSi , Pope Francis'

Global Compact on Education scts forth

scven commitments lor 2 l st-centur1,

Catholic education:

1. Place thc }ruman pcrson at thc

center of all efforts.

2. Listen to thc r.'oices of children

and loung people.

3. Promote the digrritv and leader-

ship of lr,omen.

1. Support lamilies as the

primary educators.

5. \{elcome the vulncrable

and margirralized.

6. Reimagine sYstems through the

lens of .iusticc.

7. Carc for our common home

through sustainable lir-ing

(l'rancis, 2019).

Thesc principles challenge cducators to

{brm sLudcnts w,ho lead r'tith ethics, ecoklgi-

ca1 arvarencss andjustice not domination

or Po\ rer.

Beyond Academics:
Touard Libcration
Catholic cducation must transcend academ-

ics to a\\iaken a sense of moral responsibiliry

Teacherrs should guide students in expkrr-

ing lifc's essential c1-restinns of meaning,

betonging and purpose. Canon Iar.r.-allirms:

"Education is to be directcd to\\'ard the 1u11

developmcnt ol thc human pcrson" (Ciode

ol Canon Lavri 1983, Canon 795). Pope

Francis' pcdagog,v holds eternal destinv

and social.justice in, reatir.lcn.ion. urq-

ing Catholic schools to be transformatir.e

spaces r'r,herc students learn to act justlr';

love tenderlv and u,alk humbly u.'ith God

f\',Iicah 6:B).

From Chaos to Kairos
Pope Francis \,vas not blind to the turbulcnce

of our times. He acknonlcdged thc chaos

climatc change, cultural division and

cxistential uncertaintv but also recoenized

kairos, a grace-filled moment rcadr'lbr

translbrmation ancl rcneu'al (Francis, 20 1 5 i.

Cathotic schools are uniquclv posi-

tioned to respond. \\iith a pcdagogl-

groundcd in compassion, encountcr and

action cmbodied in the integration of

mind, hcart and hands \'vc can Preparc

students not just lor achievcment but lbr ser-

vicc, not onl,v tbr leadership but Ibr witness.

From chaos to kairos, let us educate

in thc spirit ol Christ and the dream of

Pope ltancis a time rich with grace and

meaning, renewing our call to be a light fur

the mind, a fire lor the hcart and a ftirce lirr

the hands.

As Ienatius of Lorola often concluded

his lettcrs to.|esuits embarking on mission:

Ite, tnJlammaLe omrLia "Go, set the r,l'or1d

on fire."
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